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DESCRIPTORS- SWOMENS EDUCATIONi PART TIME STUOENTSi SDEGREES 
CTITLESIi MASTERS DEGREES i UNDERGRADUATE STUDY i GRADUATE 
STUOYi PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS! INDEPENDENT STUDYi 
GUIDANCE COUNSELING, LIBERAL ARTS, STATiSTiCAL DATA, 
SNROLLni^NT, DROPOUTS, SOCIAL WORK, TEACHING, LIBRARY SCIENCE, 
COMMUNtTv study. S-RAH LAWRENCE COLLEGE, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, 
PRATT INSTITUTE, 



GRANTS FROM THE CARNEGIE CORPORATION HAVE ENABLED SARAH 
LAWRENCE COLLEGE CENTER FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY STUDIES TO ESTABLISH A FLEXIBLE PROGRAM FOR WOMEN 
WHO WISH TO STUDY PART TIME TOWARD UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
DEGREES AFTER BEING OUT OF SCHOOL FOR SEVERAL YEARS. 
PARTICIPANTS ARE CHOSEN BY INTERVIEW AFTER COMPLETING AN 
application form and presenting TRANSCRIPTS. NO TESTS ARE 
USED. THROUGH COUNSELING, WOMEN ARE HELPED TO SELECT THE 
PROGRAM BEST SUITED TO THEIR GOALS, AT SARAH LAWRENCE OR 
ELSEWHERE. THE CENTER'S UNDERGRADUATE COURSES CARRY FIVE 
HOURS CREDIT, MEET ONCE A WEEK, AND REQUIRE 15 HOURS OF 
OUTSIDE WORK. EACH STUDENT HAS A BIWEEKLY TUTORIAL 
CONFERENCE. AFTER FOUR SEMESTER COURSES STUDENTS MAY BE 
ACCEPTED IN THE GENERAL COLLEGE PROGRAM. GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
ARE OFFERED AT SARAH LAWRENCE IN LIBERAL ARTS AND COLLEGE 
LEVEL TEACHING. IN COOPERATION WITH NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, THE 
CENTER HAS ESTABLISHED PART TIME MASTER'S PROGRAMS IN 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND IN SOCIAL WORK, AND WITH PRATT 
INSTITUTE, IN LIBRARY SCIENCE. IN INDEPENDENT CONFERENCE 
STUDY AND THE INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITY STUDIES, WOMEN CAN 
STUDY COMMUNITY PROBLEMS WHILE PROVIDING SUCH COMMUNITY 
SERVICES AS TUTOiRIAL PROGRAMS FOR UNDERACHIEVING CHILDREN. 
COOCUMENT INCLUDES SEVEN CHARTS.) {AJ) 
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The opening years of this decade mark a stage in the histoiy of 
women* s education perhaps as significant in its iaplications as the 
founding of women* s colleges during the last century. That the life- 
rhythm of women differs sharp3y from that of men is now more generally 
understood. Consequently, ways of educating women can m longer be 
regarded as fixed in terms of traditional masculine foims. It has become 



a nonrial esq«Gctaticn for college womea who married and left their educa- 



tion incon^lete - whether undergraduate or graduate - to want to resume* 



The numbers of such women make it difficult to view such desires as 
peculiar or unique* We are moving away from the notion that women of 
whatever age must confom to existing patterns in education. There is a 
growing recognition that new w£qts of guidance, timing and pacing are 
necessary if women, whose careers have been interrupted by motherhood, 
are to build lives of their own and find creative roles in our civiliza- 



tion. New designs for women* s education at all levels are among the 
crucial issues of our time. The Center for Continuing Education is 
primarily concerned with the second period of women *s education - the 
period following child-rearing - as one of tie in^eratives of modem 
society. And it is not unlikeljr that the experiences derived from 
educating mature women seeking a second chance may have a pertinent 
bearing on the reform of women* s education in general. 



There have been two Work in Progress Reports covering the activities 
of the Center for Continuing Education and Comniimlty Studies. The first 












was devoted to the initial year of its (deration, 1962-1963; the second 
from October^ 1963 to September, 1961;. Both were written by Esther 
Ranshenbnsh "vltio founded the Center and remained its Director until she 
became President of Sarah Lawrence College in J\ily, 1965* Wiat follows 
is the third Work in Progress Report idiich spans the period from December, 
1961; to September, 1966. 

FBMCIAL SUFFOHx 

A gx*ant from the Carnegie Corporation enabled Sarah La^irence College 
to establish the Center experiment in 1962. At the same time an anonymous 
gift from an alumna provided the Center with its present quarters. Two 
years later the Carnegie Corporation made a second grant to the College 
for the purpose of maintaining the Center and exploring the possibilities 
of developing graduate professional programs for the nature women of 
1'festchester in cooperation wilh other colleges and universities. Ihree 
such programs have been developed. 

In 1 966, a third grant was awarded by the Carnegie Corporation. This 
grant was made jointly to New York University, Pratt Ihstitute and Sarah 
Lawrence College in order to sipport the cooperative graduate programs 
and to strengthen them. Funds were also provided to assist students in 
these programs by means of scholarships and loans. The scholarship and 
loan fund is administered by Sarah Lawrence College througlri the Center 
for Continuing Education and Community Studies. 



The Center continues to be vitally engaged in the educational process. 

We continue to find intelligence^ interest and energy in the students and 
enthusiasm in the teachers. The latter frequently begin somewhat sk^tically 
because they have had no experience teaching students so much older than 
conventional luidergraduates; they end by discovering highly stiunilating 
qualities in the older imdergraduates. 

The staff of the Center aGLso finds itself unfailingly involved in 
what is going on and estivated by the opportunity of working to an 
unfolding and lively enterprise. We continue pledged to the idea that 
education for mature women demands the same criteria of relevance^ and 
the same high quality that are central to the education of students at 
any age, 

THE POPULATION SERVED BY THE CBS-ITER 

VJe have chosen to serve women with at least a year of college 
education whose undergraduate studies were broken off before conpletion and 
who now desire to continue toward the Bachelor* s degree. We are as much 
interested in women who have cozipleted their undergraduate education and 
idao, after an interval of years, wish to undertake graduate study. Since 
its inception the Center has responded to more than $,000 Inquiries and the 
staff of the Counselling Service has interviewed and offered educational 
guidance to over half this number.^ 

* 

i^ppendix: Chart X - Interview and Counselling Service 



The women the Center was created to serve represent a particialar 
and well-defined groi^ who have existed only in the past generation in 
numbers large enough to make themselves heard. The process of helping 
them to educate themselves is now viewed as an undertaking with its own 
puiposes and its own dimensions rather than as a deviaticn from normal 
educational processes. Practically all of them are married; practically 



all of them have a full share of family responsibilities. None of them 
can study full time. All of them intend to earn tmdergraduate or graduate 
degrees. A13. of them must stu<^jr within easy comrauting distance of their 
hcanes. Those studying for professions expect to follow such careers in 

the comraunity where they live and where they, their husbands and their 
ch i ld ren have roots. 



About half of the women who came for consultation at the Center were 
college graduates, about half had not finished their undergraduate educa- 
tion. Many of the latter had some more or less clear idea about work they 
would like to pr^are to do later on, seme wanted the ’'satisfaction” of 
finishing their college education. Most of those idio had conpleted 
undergraduate study had a professional goal in mind^ wanted additional 
skills or insights in order to do more effective volunteer work or wanted 
to find out if they couM qualify for professional work. By the third 
year of the existence of the Counselling Service, about half of the women 
vdio came during the first two years were engaged in some kind of study. 



TfflB FIRST STEP^ . .COTSMTO 



CduaseHlug at the Center involTros a review of the individual* s 
undergraduate history, on the basis of the application fona, transcripts. 
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present Interests. AH avail«R}le possibilities are ejplored. Often 
woiMba idio ccme expecting to apply for one of the Sarah Lawrence programs 
at t^ Center are advised to undertake a quite diff^ent one else**diere. 
Aa effort is siade to assess isdtvidusl aotivatioii and readiness for 
study. And the interviev itself is an instrument by ^ich a woman can 
re^ew her esqpectatiQQS, consider her strengths and assess the hasards* 



A caref^ly devised application form is the basis for interviews, 
but ho standardized testiteg of any sort has yet been used^ Our very 
small number of academic failures - 2 of 108 in the undergradua^ program 
of the Center • suggests that a searching interview serves for us as a 
valid basis for admission or referral. 



Although we do not specifically engage in vocational counselling, 
we find that the great majority of our candidates for graduate programs 
seek a professional commihaent to a service-occtpaticn in the general 



field of human relations* In the same manner, most of our students in 
the undergraduate program plan to continue in graduate study bringing to 
bear a rich, practical background for professional coranuhily work* 




%>pondi3C5 Chart H - Distribute of pr^-outs 



There has been a remarkable grovrth in mderstandtog among the women 
in the coraraunity that imdertaking sbiidy after a long absence, and deciding 
what to study > is a time-consuming eaperience. ¥e are now often consulted 
by women “Hho are quite clear that they are not yet ready to begin study 
but want to discuss wide-ranging possibilities and allow time to 
do some practical exploring before they return to consider a particular 
plan* Sometimes consultati^ reveals that the inclination to study is 
not really very firnLly motivated or that es^jectations are unrealistic* 

Hore often consultation leads to advice as to where appropriate opportunities 
for study may be found* The interview frequently results in an apprentice- 
ship year in some community organization* An apprenticeship permits women 
to discover for themselves idiether this type of career is actually suited 
to their capacities and temperament* 
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THE EDUCi\TIONAL PBOGItAM 



The Undergraduate Curriculu m 

Ove2* 100 women have entes^ed the iindergraduate program at the Center 
as candidates for the A#B. degree#* All are women who are resuming an 
intem^ted lindergraduate education and who have been out of college for 
at least five years • Most have been out of college uetween ten 
twenty years. 

Different courses are offered at the Center each semester. The 
courses are Sarah Lawrence courses, taught by its faculty, offering the 
sai^ college credit as those offered for the younger undergraduates 
acceptable toward the Sarah Lawrence degree# 

Each course offered at the Center is designed to yield five credits 
toward the degree and the ordinary expectation is one course per semester 
for the first year# The reQuirements of one such course « approximately 
fifte^ hours of wrk a week - are substantial enough to involve the 
student seriously# If she cannot give this much time for study toward 
a degree, she is probably not ready to return to her education. Most 
give much more than the required time. This p<=«mits concentration and 
provides an opportunity for aecomplishment tdxich strengthens motivation 
for further study and for a gradual acceleration at her own rate of growth# 



* 

i^endix: Chart II • Students in the tftidergraduate Program 
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The Director serves as advisor to Center students untiX they are 
accepted for matriculation and study in the general college program. He 
has access to all the or:lglnal intex^view material, conducts periodic 
conferences axid helps plctn the direction of student work. An intimate 
iaowledge of the ixidividuals making up the student body together wi.th 
judgments aJ)out the edacities and drives of each new entrant allc/w the 
Director to shape the changing curriculum of the Center. 

A pattern of e^q^erimentation has already emerged. The general areas 
of study aud special segments of theta are clearly those of the liberal 
arts* But the interrelationships among the so-called disciplines, and 
^iphases uithin thtm, require particular cultivation and particular stress 

Women in middle life, for example, who wish to teach children of any 
age require seme inti'oduction to evolutionary biology, particularly 
genetics, but they ne^Bd not begin in traditional ways. Others who seek 
a familiarity with psychology find they can enter into its problems 
more x'eadily and more rei\fard:iigly by beginning with the development of 
the child or the emotional factors involved in adolescent learning. 

And women, doubtful of their opacities because they feel too ”rusty" 
to begin anew, often eiq)erience a sense of acconplishment working in -file 
plastic arts. The sculpture studio is frequently a preface to discovery; 
the discovery of seeing, of coordination, of mastery. 

Classes are normally restricted to fifteen students, meeting for one 
long session of an hour and a half a week. Each student has a tutorial 



o 
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coni^ereaca eveiy other week for half an hour In each of her classesu 
Ihitorlal conferences are e^^ected to sesnre as adds for re-establiiahi^ 
study habits^ for organialhg information, auod. for thfi writing of essaT^^* 
Fixial3ly9 they result in substantial indivdd^ial study projects and e^/tablish 



the basis for a oohtintdng interchange betveen student and teacher. After 



four sf^ster courses at the Center, students may apply for matricula- 
tion ^d li^on acceptance becol^ candidates for the Sarah Lawrence degree. 

]^y take courses, eith^ at the College oj? in the Center.^ Due to \ 
hi^ ioptlYa^cxi, skilled, interviewing and thoughtful 8ch^>duling, Center 



i^li^ents have done well and have more than jnsti.t*ied the time andjen^gy . ' 
dented to the total wo3?k of Ihe Center.'^ 



At tte end of the present a^^adeinic year, June, 1967 thirly women 
idio bdgan at the Center will have conpleted their undej^graduate work 
and >dll receive tne A.B. degree from Sarah iawrence College. Seventeen 
^achiated as of June, 19663 in June, 19^7, thirteen additional students 
will .do 



1 - ■ 

No more than hO credits are permitted in Center courses 
Appendix: Chart VI - Faculty Evaluation of Student Itork 

•JHt- 

Appendix: Chart V B - Distribution of Graduates 



GRADUATE PliOGRAl^S 



The Sarah Lawrence College Gradnaiyi Studies I^ogram 

Sarah Lawrence College offers a Mast3x*'s degree In the liberal, arts* 

A griuhiate program can l>e arranged when faculty are available in the 
field in which the candidate wishes to fjtudy* Programs have been designed 
in the past in English literature, idiilosophy, history, sociology and 
cGomunity studies, psycho3.og7, American studies, dance, music, theatre 
arts and child development* 

A Faculty Committee on Graduate Studies acts on all applications, 
supervises the program of each graduate student and recommends the granting 
of the degree* An interview precedes filing an application and the Center 
serves the Program by making its Counselliug Service available for this 
purpose* 

In tb€i last decade many of the most interesting applications came 
from mature women had decided to continue their education at the 
graduate level* Many of these after commencing at the Center had com* 
pleted their first degrees at Sarah Lawrence and the Committee on Graduate 
Studies has been increasingly aware of this gro\:p« The Program is now a 
part-time one, although it is still possible to take the degree in a year* 
A forty-hour credit program, normally taking two years to cooplete. 



* 

i^pendix: Chart irC - Distribution of Center Students in Graduate Programs 
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largely searwss wcmen. in their nddclle years* There are rarely more than 
fifteen students in the Gr^uate Program at any one time* 

Another part of the Graduate Program, made possible by a grant from 
the Esso Education Foundation, is directed toward the preparation of 
college teachers in junior, cannunity and small four-year colleges* A 
three^year sequence leading to the M.A* degi’ee, the first year is fully 
devoted to academic work; the second to a continuation of study and 
observation in a college appropriate to the teaching goals of the st^ent 
the Ihird to a paid part-time teaching post in a similar college*, This_ 
new, 03 q>erimenbal program planned for five students to be ad^tted each 
year, seeks to discover new ways to help students pr^sue themselves fw 
college teaching in a special area idiile stressing the relaticmships of 
the subject matter as well as the subject itself. Of the first grdtg) of 
students, four coiqpleted their education at Sarah Lawrence throuj^ the , 
Center for Continuing Education; the other received her degree frcm hw 
original college after Study at the Center. 

The program was actually begun during the year 1965-1966 idien a 
recent M.A*^ was appointed as the first - and only - Intern in History 
under Ihe directicn of a member of the History Faculty* She has since 
becoma a part-time mentoer of the Histoxy staff In a nel^borlng four- 
year college and is a Teaching Fellow in the Graduate Program for the 
Preparation of College Teachers* 



The success of our graduates after finlsliing their advanced wbrk 
seems predictable on the basis of present performance. Those who wish 
to pursue further graduate or professional work proceed to do so* One 
serves as the administrative assistant of the .Institute for Community 
Studies of the Center* A second, who took her M*A. in Folklore and J^trth, 
has published her* I^aster’s Essay a leading New York publisher* A 
number are teaching in the public schools of the community and in indeipen- 
dent schools elsewhere* Others are teaching in ¥estchester colleges and 
in the metropolitan area. 
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